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Frenchmen  and  let   the   * divers   lawyers*   go
scot free.

Hawkins and Hore, and others like them, were
the heroes of travellers5 tales. But what was the
ordinary life of the sailor who went down to the
sea in the ships of the Tudor age ? There are very
few quite authentic descriptions of life afloat
before the end of the sixteenth century; and even
then we rarely see the ship and crew about their
ordinary work. Everybody was all agog for
marvellous discoveries. Nobody, least of all a
seaman, bothered his head about describing the
daily routine on board. We know, however,
that it was a lot of almost incredible hardship.
Only the fittest could survive. Elizabethan lands-
men may have been quite as prone to mistake
comfort for civilization as most of the world is
said to be now. Elizabethan sailors, when afloat,
most certainly were not; and for the simple rea-
son that there was no such thing as real comfort
in a ship.

Here are a few verses from the oldest genuine
English sea-song known. They were written
down in the fifteenth century, before the discovery
of America, and were probably touched up a little